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Session Overview:
Using Student & Parent Feedback
and Practitioner Insights to Explore:

= The Role of the Economy

= The Role of Parents

= Geographic Diversity

= Ethnic & Socioeconomic Diversity




The 2002 College Decision
Impact Survey: Methodology

On-line survey executed by Maguire
Associates in partnership with FastWeb

Sample: FastWeb database of students
Recruited via e-mall

Screened to identify seniors in high school who
are thinking about attending college in next
year or two

March 2002: 73,307 high school seniors
surveyed

June/July 2002: 21,112 students and 9,363
parents completed a follow-up survey

Incentive: Drawing for a $500 scholarship




Geoqraphy: State of Residency

(n=73,307 students)
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Gender

N=16,966

Males
23%

Females
77%
N=56,341

Ethnicity

White — 66.9%

N=49,064 _

African-American/Black [0 9.2%
N=6,752 |

Asian or Pacific Islander [ 8.2%
N=6,001 |

Hispanic -7.6%
N=5,584 |

Multi-racial 3.5%
N=2,550
American Indian or Native

0.5%
Alaskan  \_33,

Not reported 4.1%
N=3,024 |
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Type of High School

Public
School

Private
(Religious)

Private (non-
religious)

Other

Do Not Know

0.0%

B

I1.6%

1.2%

0.2%

20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0% 100.0
Percent of Total Sample (n = 73,307)0/0

Percent of

Plan to Apply for Aid?

84.0% -

82.0% A

80.0% A

78.0% A

76.0% A

Total Sample 74.0% A

(n =73,307)

72.0% A

70.0% A

68.0% A

66.0% -

64.0% -

82.9%

71.5%

Plan to Apply for
Need-Based Aid

Plan to Apply for
Merit-Based Aid



Percent of Total Sample (n =73,307)
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Religion - Top Responses

None 23.4I%
Roman Catholic

Christian - Not listed
Baptist

M ethodist

Lutheran

Presbyterian

Jewish

Latter Day Saint (M ormon)
Pentecostal

Churches of Christ
Buddhist

Assemblies of God

Episcopalian
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Academic Ability of the Students

Mean
High School GPA 3.51

PSAT — Math 57.8

PSAT — Verbal 57.1

SAT — Verbal 569 } composite = 1149
SAT — Math 580

ACT 24.3



Geoqraphy: Parents’ State of Residency

(n=9,286 parents)
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Gender of Parents
(n = 9,147)

Father
13.1%

Mother
86.9%



Highest Level of Education of Parents

(n = 9,147)
30% -
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high school graduate graduate school (e.g., law,

medicine,
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Effect of
the U.S. Economy

Commentator:
Bob Massa
Dickinson College




In general, students’ concerns about
the economy lessened between the
application stage and final
enrollment. Economic concerns vary
considerably by region of the country
and income and ethnic profiles.
Higher-ability students are less
Influenced by the economy.




High Concern Regarding State of the U.S. Economy
(March 2002 Student Survey)

National Average = 28.1%

B 15% -24%
B 25%-29%
B 30% -45%




Compared to the national average,

the economy Is of greatest concern
among students from:

= Most states in the South
= New Jersey

The economy iIs of moderately
greater concern among students
from:

BNew York
Hillinois



Influence of the State of the U.S. Economy
on the College Decision Process

3.75

3.60

March 2002 Student June 2002 Follow-
Survey Up Survey

5_

July

2002 Parent
Survey

Overall, while students and
their parents are somewhat
concerned about the
economy, they expect that
their college decisions will
be relatively unaffected by
those perceptions.

Between March and June
2002, students seem to
indicate that the economy
had less of an effect on their
school choice process.
There are no meaningful
differences by selectivity of
first-choice school.

Among students whose first
choice is very or most
selective, no meaningful
differences are found in
terms of students’ residency
(Northeast vs. other).

Scale: 1 = Will/Did Heavily Influence Choice/Preference and 5 = Will/Did Not at All Influence Choice/Preference



Differences in Profile of Students
In Terms of Influence of U.S. Economy

Level of Influence of Perceptions of the Economy on College Selection

5

4 364 3.52 > 385 Lower ability students

3 (GPA < 3.50) are more
influenced by the

2 economy.

14 T T T

Wave | Higher Ability ~ Wave | Lower Ability  Wave Il Higher Ability ~ Wave Il Lower Ability
Influence of Perceptions of the U.S. Economy on Final College Selection
by Whether or Not Intend to Apply for Merit-Based Financial Aid Among those who do

not plan to apply for

5 financial aid, there is

no difference in the
399 381 395  3.93 399 387 perceived influence of

4
3 - students college

Plan to Apply For Merit Aid Do Not Plan to Apply Not Sure choice.
@ Higher Ability O Lower Ability

Scale: 1 = Will/Did Heavily Influence Choice/Preference and 5 = Will/Did Not at All Influence Choice/Preference



Role of Total Costs and Financial Aid
In College Choice Decision Making

Importance of Selected Characteristics by the
Selectivity of Students' First-Choice School

4.15 4.09
407 371 4.02 4.04 385 395 3.90 3.93 3.94

Total costs Availability of financial Merit-based financial
aid to meet need aid

B Overall B Among the Most Selective O Very Selective B Moderately Selective

Scale: 1 = Not at All Important and 5 = Extremely Important

The more selective a
student’s first-choice
school, the less
importance he/she
places on total costs
and financial aid.

Other Findings:

» Higher ability students
place more import on
merit-based aid and
less on total costs and
availability of need-
based aid.

» Students who reside
outside the Northeast
place more importance
on total costs and
merit-based financial
aid.




The Role of Parents

Commentator:
Barbara Fritze
Gettysburg College




Parents are concerned about the
economy; students who are more
attuned to parental input are likely to
allow these concerns to influence
changes In their preferred
Institutions.




Among the 20 characteristics tested
for importance, parents’ preference receives
the lowest mean rating:

Quality of Major

4.47
Value of Education (combination of quality & cost) 4.40
Campus Atmosphere

Academic Facilities (Library, Computers, Etc.)

Quality of Faculty

Academic Reputation

Total Costs (tuition, room & board and other expenses)
Availability of Particular Programs

Campus Safety and Security

Availability of Financial Aid to Meet Need

Preparation for Graduate/Professional School
Merit-Based Financial Aid

Sense of Campus Community

Geographic Location

Area Surrounding Campus

Prestige of college or university

Diversity of Student Body

Access to a City

Study Abroad Option

Parents' Preference

Scale: 1 = Not at All Important to 1 2 3 4 5
5 = Extremely Important



Concern and Influence of the State of the U.S. Economy
by Students’ Assessment of Importance of Parents’

2.0
2.3
2.9
2.8
3.0
3.3
3.5
3.8
4.0

Preference

Concern about the state
of the U.S. economy 2 67
> 86 2.78
Influence perceptions of the state of the U.S. economy will
have on your choice of which college or
university you will attend A4 A 335
Al
/* S")J'
43.85
I I
1 2 3 4 5
Not at all Importance of Parents’ Preferences Extremely
Important Important

Scale A: 1 = Extremely Concerned and 5 = Not at All Concerned

Scale B: 1 = Will Heavily Influence Choice and 5 = Will Not at All Influence Choice

As students evaluate
their parents’
preference as more
important to them,
they are more
concerned about the
economy and rate
their perceptions of
the state of the U.S.
economy as more
influential in their
decision making.



Students’ and Parents’ Level of Concern
Regarding the State of the U.S. Economy

1
2
2.53
3 -
4 -
March 2002 Student June 2002 Follow-Up
urve urve y July 2002 Parent Survey

. _ . . | |

Not surprisingly, parents are more concerned about the economy.

Scale: 1 = Extremely Concerned and 5 = Not at All Concerned



Did September 11t Affect Final Selection of

School?
(June/July)
100%
83.4%
77.3%
75%
50%
2% 15.9%
12.0% "
0% ==l 1 | B —
Definitely Yes Somewhat No Not Sure

B Students O Parents




How September 11™ Affected Final Selection of School -
June/July

Did not want to be as far from home

General concerns about the future of the U.S. economy

Air travel back and forth to school concerns you

Your family's financial situation has worsened

Did not want to go to school in a large city

Sept. 11th has changed what you want from your college experience

Parents didn't want you to go to your first choice for reasons related
to Sept. 11th

Concerns that your preferred school may be a terrorist target

Other

Parents didn't want you to go to first choice for reasons not related to
Sept. 11th

Wanted to leave the large city in which you live now

0%

| 28.7%

I 25, 7%

I 21 2%

46.7%

I 22. 6%
1 |

| 24.0%

I 20.6%]

10.8%
18.2%

0.0%

ol 8.1%

7.7%
7.5%

2.9%
5.5%

0.0%

B 4.1%

1.7%
2.9%

131.0%

| 74.9%
67.4%

30%

60%

B Students O Parents

90%



Geographic Diversity

Commentator:
Rich Avitabile
(formerly) New York
University




While the events of 9/11 had
limited overall effect on student
mobility, students in the Northeast
and those considering a setting Iin a
major city were more impacted.




Geographic Preferences

Which of the following best reflects the setting Where would you most like

of school you would most prefer to attend? to go to school?

Rural
Community Northeast HZG.Z%

Major city I _
21.4% orsma South [ 20.9%
town i
15.6% Midwest [T 19.9%
West [ 12.6%
Southwest [ 7.1%
Mid-Atlantic [ 6.1%
Large town i
to medium Northwest [I] 6.1%
City Outside the U.S _ 1.2%
63.0% S. .F 2%

0% 25%

50%

75%



Geographic Preferences

ldeally, how far from your permanent home
would your college/university be?

<1 hour by car [T 21 2

1-2 hours by car | S ] 22.0%

2-3 hours by car [ S 17.2%

3-4 hours by car [T 11.7%

4-5 hours by car _7.89

o

5-10 hours by car [ 0 5%
> 10 hours by car _ 10.6%

0%

20%

30%



Have the events of September 11% changed your
mind in terms of (1) the schools to which you
applied
or (2) the rankings of your preferences or (3) both?

\
Yes, changed ES'O%

schools only

Yes, changed 0 “ ”
preference rankings IZ'GA) > Overa”’ 7.6% say 'Yyes

Yes, changed both
schools and I 2.0%
rankings J

Not sure 4.4%

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%



Regional Effect of September 11th
~on Selection of Application Schools

National Average = 7.6%
B 19%-59%
B 6.0%-84%
B 85%-11.2%




Compared to the national average,
9/11 had a stronger effect on the
college choices of students from:

= Many states in the Northeast
= |llinois

= Nevada

= Hawaii

= New Mexico

= Florida




Effect of September 11™" on Selection of

Application Schools By Preferred College Location
(Among Students’ who Cited a First Choice School that is Most/Very Selective)

10% 9.3%

8.2%
7.7%

5% A

0% -

Rural Community or Small Large Town to Medium City Major City
Town



Have the events of September 11t affected
students’ first-choice institution?

Yes [l 5.40 =——(— Main Effect(s) of September 11th
on Preferred Institution

m Close to home or family/Not far
from home or family (54%)

= Avoid large city/Want small town

91/9% (13%)

= Financial reasons (12%)

= Change in values/What want out of
college (10%)

=  Concerns — physical,

psychological, safety, somewhere
Notsure W2.7% safe/familiar (7%)

= Affected what major or career
wants to pursue (5%)

= Avoid large schools/choose
smaller schools (5%)

= Concerns about travel to school

IIIII

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%



Ethnic & Socioeconomic
Diversity

Commentator:
Sharon Alston, American
University




Ethnic minorities, particularly
African American students, were
disproportionately impacted in the
percentage of students who did not
enroll at their first-choice schools.




Is Student Attending His/Her First-Choice School?

Not Top Reasons for Attending a
Attendi .
oot oot 31.7% — School Other than First
School Choice
m Financial package was not
| sufficient to afford first
choice (42%)
= Student was not accepted at
Attending first choice (36%)
First Choice 68.3% = Parent did not want student
School to attend this school (5%)
s Closeto
home/Convenient/First
choice too far away (3%)

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%



Is Child Attending Parents’ First-Choice School?

Not
Attending
First Choice
School

Attending
First Choice
School

4%

82.6%

0%

25%

50%

75%

Top Reasons for Attending a
— School Other than First
Choice

m Financial package was not
sufficient to afford first
choice (38%)

= Student did not want to
attend this school (34%)

= Student was not accepted at
first choice (19%)

m Closeto
home/Convenient/First
choice too far away (2%)

100%



Influence of the State of the U.S. Economy by
Whether Student is Attending His/Her First-Choice

School
1
2
3
3.47
3.64
3.97 385
4
Wave | Wave lI
5 |

O Attending First Choice School O Not Attending First Choice School

Scale:: 1 = Will/Did Heavily Influence Choice/Preference and 5 = Will/Did Not at All Influence Choice/Preference

Those who are
not attending
their first-choice
school say
economy had
more of an effect
on their final
enrollment
decisions.



Percent of Students
Who are Not Attending Their First-Choice School

by Ethnicity
(Among Accepted Applicants Only)

|
African-American/Black (non-Hispanic) — 35.5%

Hispanic | I S 26.9%

Asian or Pacific Islander [ 126.3%

Muiti-racial - [EE ] 24.2%

Not reported - [ ] 22.5%

American Indian or Native Alaskan [ 120.6%

White (non-Hispanic) | 20.6%

0% 20% 40%




Among Those Not Attending First-Choice
School, Students Citing “Parent did not
want student to attend” as a Major

Reason by Ethnicity:

African-American/Black
(non-Hispanic)

Multi-racial

Asian or Pacific
Islander

Overall Sample

Hispanic

White (non-Hispanic)

3.7%

5.0%

4.5

4.39%

5.0%

0

8.3%

0%

5%

10%



Effect of September 11th
on Selection of Application Schools
By Ethnicity

i T
(non-Hispanic)
—
Islander
A e o | «
Native Alaskan o1
ispanic. | S ¢ -

Overall Sample 7.6%

White (non-Hispanic) [ ] 6.8%
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